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Houston Cole Library 
was well-represented 
at the annual Faculty 
Research Awards pro-
gram on May 11, 2010. 
Librarians receiv-
ing Faculty Research 
Awards included John-
Bauer Graham, Car-
ley Knight, Bethany 
Latham, Laurie Charni-
go Phillips, Jodi Poe, 
Kimberly Stevens, 
Charlcie Pettway Vann, 
and Hanrong Wang.
Ms. Latham was also 
recognized for being 
awarded tenure, ef-
fective Fall semester 
2010, and for her promotion to Associate Professor, effective October 2010. In addi-
tion, Ms. Stevens was recognized for her promotion to Professor, effective October 
2010.
Librarians receiving service pins this year included Paula Barnett-Ellis and Ms. 
Wang (10 years), Arland Henning and Harry Nuttall (25 years), and Linda Cain (35 
years).
Ms. Cain, Associate Professor and 
Reference Librarian, was also this 
year’s recipient of the Earlon & Bet-
ty McWhorter Outstanding Teacher 
Award. The Outstanding Teacher 
Award, established in 1993, is a fac-
ulty administered program designed 
to honor an outstanding faculty mem-
ber in his or her efforts in teaching. 
The person selected for this honor 
receives an honorarium of $500 and 
a budget of $500 for expenses, and a 
framed certificate that recognizes this 
accomplishment. 
Ms. Cain, who is the Library’s sub-
ject specialist for anthropology, ge-
ography, and history, was nominated 
for the award by her colleague Laurie 
Charnigo and received many support 
letters from faculty across campus, 
Dr. Rebecca Turner presents Linda Cain with the Outstanding Teacher Award
Continued on page 2
Each Fall the Friends of Houston Cole Library hosts an evening with an author. 
This year poet Beth Ann Fennelly will be the featured speaker. The event will be held 
on Tuesday, November 9, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. on the 11th floor of the Library, room 
1103B. These events are free and open to the public
Born and raised in the Midwest, Ms. Fennelly obtained her B.A. magna cum laude 
in 1993 from the University of Notre Dame. Following graduation she taught English 
in a coal mining village on the Czech/Polish border. Returning to the States, she re-
ceived an M.F.A. in Creative Writing in 1998 from the University of Arkansas. In 1999 
she received the Diane Middlebrook postdoctoral fellowship from the University of 
Wisconsin. 
Books by Ms. Fennelly include: Unmentionables, Great with Child: Letters to a 
Young Mother, Tender Hooks, Open House (Winner of The Kenyon Review Prize 
and the GLCA New Writers Award), and A Different Kind of Hunger (Winner of the 1997 Texas Review Chapbook Break-
through Award). In addition, Ms. Fennelly has many poems in anthologies and has written numerous nonfiction and scholarly 
publications. Additional awards include the 2009 Fulbright to Brazil and the 2007 U.S. Artists Grant.
A sample of Ms. Fennelly’s artistry can be heard on YouTube as she recites from “The Kudzu Chronicle” (http://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=Q_1UX8HEEdY).
Ms. Fennelly is an Assistant Professor of English at the University of Mississippi. She currently resides in Oxford, Missis-
sippi with her husband, author Tom Franklin, and their two children.  
Ms. Fennelly’s program follows two other recent Friends programs. In May, the Friends of the Library welcomed Dr. Glen 
Browder, former Congressman and Professor Emeritus of American Democracy at Jacksonville State University, who dis-
cussed his latest book, Stealth Reconstruction: An Untold Story of Racial Politics in Recent Southern History, which he co-
authored with Dr. Artemesia Stanberry of North Carolina Central University. Also, in the Spring, the Friends hosted an event 
in conjunction with the Alabama Humanities Foundation Road Scholars’ program which featured Ms. Daphne Simpkins. Ms. 
Simpkins’ presentation was entitled “Alabama’s Own Nat King Cole” and focused on the life of this talented musician. 
Beth Ann Fennelly
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Publications and Presentations...
The faculty at Houston Cole Library have had a fruitful few months of publishing 
and presenting. Here are some of their most recent accomplishments …
Paula Barnett-Ellis (2010). “A Review of Creating the Customer-Driven Academic 
Library, by Jeannette Woodward.” Journal of Web Librarianship 4(1): 100.
John-Bauer Graham (3 Nov. 2009). “The Alabama Virtual Library.” Presentation at 
the East Alabama Superintendent’s Consortium, Jacksonville, AL.
John-Bauer Graham (15 Jan. 2010). “From the Top Down: Promoting the Alabama 
Virtual Library to Administrators, Educators, and Students.” Presentation at Alabama 
Instructional Media Association Midwinter Conference, Montgomery, AL. 
Harry D. Nutall (15 April 2010). “Reaching for the Moon: An Initiative for an Ala-
bama Information Literacy Program for K-12 and Beyond.” Alabama Library Association 
Annual Convention, Huntsville, AL.
Laurie Charnigo Phillips (2009). “Lights! Camera! Action! Producing Library Instruc-
tion Video Tutorials Using Camtasia Studio.” Journal of Library and Information Services 
in Distance Learning, 3(1): 23-30.
Yingqi Tang (14 April 2010). “The Evolution and Trends of DE Librarianship in the 
United States: An Overall Analysis Study from Job Announcements.” Alabama Library 
Association Annual Convention, Huntsville, AL.
Hanrong Wang (17-20, 23 Nov. 2009). “Reference Services in American Libraries.” 
Presentations at Sino-US Library Practical Training Seminiars, Shanghai, China and 
Huazhong Normal University, Wuhan, China. 
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The following Library faculty are serving in leadership posi-
tions within state professional organizations this year:  
Paula Barnett-Ellis—Chair, ALLA Publications Committee
Laurie Charnigo Phillips—Chair, CUS Research Committee
Charlcie Pettway-Vann—President, AACRL
Jodi Poe—President, ALLA
Ms. Hanrong Wang was recently chosen as the Acting 
Head of Public Services (HPS) for the Houston Cole Library. 
As Acting HPS, she is responsible for overseeing instruc-
tional services and supervising the floor librarians and the 
circulation department. In addition to her HPS duties, Ms. 
Wang is also an associate professor and the law/technology 
librarian, and she has contributed numerous scholarly pub-
lications within the library field. Most notably, she recently 
co-authored an article entitled “Contemporary Development 
of Academic Reference Librarianship in the United States: 
A Forty-Four-Year Content Analysis”. The article has been 
accepted for publication in the November 2010 issue of the 
prestigious Journal of Academic Librarianship. Ms. Wang’s 
professional memberships further substantiate her commit-
ment to the field of library and information studies; she is a 
member of the Alabama Library Association, the Alabama 
Association of College and Research Libraries, Phi Kappa 
Phi, and also a lifetime member of the Chinese American 
Librarians Association. 
Ms. Wang’s vision as Acting HPS is to heighten awareness of and emphasize JSU’s collection of invalu-
able library resources. She also plans to increase public services by implementing an online chat feature for 





Dr. Rebecca Turner, Vice-President of Academic and Student 
Affairs, has placed several items of interest on reserve. These 
items include:
Departments That Work: Building and Sustaining Cultures of 
Excellence in Academic Programs by Jon F. Wergin
Educating for Democracy: Preparing Undergraduates for Re-
sponsible Political Engagement by Anne Colby
Faculty Misconduct in Collegiate Teaching by John M. Braxton 
and Alan E. Bayer
Leadership as Service: A New Model for Higher Education in a 
New Century by Kent A. Farnsworth
Top 100 Women of the Bible: Who They Are and What They Mean 
to You Today by Pamela McQuade.
Women and the Leadership Q: The Breakthrough System for 
Achieving Power and Influence by Shoya Zichy.
These items and more can be found through the Library’s 
reserve system. From the Library’s home page, click on the 
“Course Reserves” link in the left-hand navigation and then 
select Dr. Turner from the drop-down list of instructors. Some 
of the reserve items are available electronically through the 
Library’s catalog. Those that are not can be accessed through 









Remember the good ol’ days when libraries 
were quiet places? Well, this semester the Li-
brary wants to bring back a bit of the good ol’ 
days. Due to student and patron demand, the 
sixth floor of the Library is now a “Quiet Floor.” 
In recent Library surveys, students and patrons 
have asked for a quiet place to study, and the 
designation of the sixth floor as a “Quiet Floor” 
will provide that space. There will be no loud talk-
ing, no cell phones, and no social networking on 
the computers on the sixth floor. Patrons not in 
compliance with these regulations will be asked 
to go to another floor. If you need a place to think 
or just an oasis of calm without the incessant 
chatter and noise, stop by. Maybe you’ll rekindle 
some interest in that nagging homework assign-
ment or meet the librarian who can help.
New Back Porch...
Did your last classroom go beyond air condi-
tioning to refrigeration? Would you like to sit out-
side in a shaded area, sip a smoothie and look 
over your class notes? Do you want to read your 
favorite author’s latest book and nibble on a sal-
ad? The Library has the answer – picnic tables 
and benches have been added outside the lob-
by area and are waiting just for you. Jazzman’s 
Café provides the foodstuffs for a modest fee 
and the tables are free, so pick up your book-
bag and stroll over to the Library.  Feed your in-
tellect while sitting on the back porch in the soft 
autumn breeze.
New Books & E-resources...
The next time you’re in the Library, be sure to 
browse our new books display, located across 
the lobby from Jazzman’s Café. Here you will 
find a selection of our latest acquisitions chosen 
for your leisure reading enjoyment, complement-
ing our popular magazine offerings. Take a look, 
and if something catches your eye, enjoy it with 
your coffee and pastry, or if you want to check it 
out, simply take the book to the circulation desk. 
New selections representing a variety of subject 
interests will be added frequently. 
If e-resources are what you need, in addition 
to the Arts & Sciences collections (I, IV, and V) 
it already holds, the Library has also recently 
added a new JSTOR collection. We now have 
access to the Arts & Sciences III collection. 
For a complete list of the titles available 
through this collection, please see: http://about.
jstor.org/content-collections/journals/arts-sci-
ences-iii.
The Library is also continually adding to its 
collection of e-books, so search the Library’s 
catalog (http://library.jsu.edu/) for specific titles 
or check out our e-books page (http://www.jsu.
edu/library/resources/ebooks_resources.html) 
for the latest additions.
Ms. Hanrong Wang, Acting Head of Public Services
as well as students. In her nomination letter, Ms. Charnigo 
states, “If you ask any student who has taken a history class 
at Jacksonville State University over the last thirty years, they 
will more than likely be familiar with Ms. Cain; the friendly, car-
ing, dedicated librarian who taught them how to find and use 
historical resources … Ms. Cain, as any outstanding teacher 
should be, is a caring mentor to our students. Her love and 
enthusiasm for the discipline of history is infectious and mo-
tivates students to foster a respect, if not love, for history. 
Many students will come to the reference desk and demand 
to speak with Ms. Cain and only Ms. Cain.” The well-deserved 
award came as a complete surprise to Ms. Cain, who did not 
know that she had been nominated. 
Ms. Cain holds a B.A. in History from Jacksonville State 
University and an M.L.S. from the University of Texas in Aus-
tin. She also has a post-masters Bibliographic Specialist de-
gree from the University of Texas in Austin. She has been a 
librarian at the Houston Cole Library for thirty-five years.
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Marty Shane Spears is the new intern at the Houston Cole Library 
for the Fall 2010 semester. Mr. Spears is a native of Piedmont, Ala-
bama, graduated as salutatorian from Piedmont High School in 2003, 
and then majored in liberal studies at JSU, where he graduated magna 
cum laude in 2008.
Currently, Mr. Spears is completing a master’s degree in library and 
information studies at the University of Alabama. His career goals are 
to work in a public library helping teens or in an academic library on the 
technology floor. He credits his parents with fueling his love of reading. 
They habitually took him to the library when he was younger. In fact, 
Mr. Spears admits that he is “addicted” to reading. If he’s not reading 
a book, he’s listening to an audio book. His favorite types of books are 
science-fiction, fantasy, and teen series. He also is a regular attendee 
of science-fiction conventions. Let’s all join together and welcome Mr. 
Spears to our library family!    
Library Gets New Intern
